76                                 IRON AND  STEEL IN BRITAIN

of an expanding home market. The population trend in the leading
countries is shown in the following Table 12 and in Fig. VIII.

TABLE   12
OCCUPIED POPULATION (ACTUAL) IN MILLIONS
Year            United Kingdom                 US.A.                   Germany                 France
1865    1860-69    13-7            1860-70    ii 7     1854-76    12-0     1860-79    15*0*
1890   1886-93   16-5                            23-3     1886-93    X5'9     1880-99    X5'5*
1913                   20-8(18-4)                39*3                     23-0          1911    17-7*
1930                           (21)                   48*9     1925-30   27-2*                  18-2
OCCUPIED POPULATION (INDEX NUMBERS)
Tear          United Kingdom             U.S.A.            Germany              France
1865                  100                      100                100                  100
1890                  120                      199                 132                  103*
1913                  152(134)            336                 192                  118*
1930                        (154)             418                227*                 122
* Exclusive of Alsace-Lorraine.          Figures in brackets exclude Eire.
See Appendix for complete tables (pages 288, 289).
While between 1865 and 1913 the working population of the
United Kingdom rose to half as much again, in Germany it was
nearly doubled, and in the U.S.A. it was more than trebled. An
increased population means an increased demand for constructional
steel, for steel for machinery, for railways, for transport generally.
Those countries in which the population expanded most rapidly
were countries in which the internal demand for steel rose most
rapidly; in this respect Germany and the U.S.A., but especially the
latter, enjoyed a considerable advantage over the United King-
dom. Yet it must not be ignored that France, whose population
growth lagged behind that of the United Kingdom, nevertheless
forged ahead of this country after the European War in iron and
sted production. A restricted internal market is not, therefore, an
adequate explanation of a lagging industry. External markets also
present opportunities.
3. NATIONAL INCOME
The national income represents the total demand of the nation
for goods and services. Its size and rate of growth, too, can be taken
as a guide to the potentialities of the home market for iron and
steel. The following table shows the trend in .the leading countries: